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Intro
At the heart of every inspired architect lies the dream to 
create completely floating buildings as large as entire 
cities; one conclusive gesture that simultaneously 
rejects urban planning and gravity. Through the ages 
this urge has resulted in the most enticing collages of 
utopian cities and detailed descriptions of the metropolis 
of the future. As impossible as this may seem, this 
dream is currently being realized in China. Moreover we 
are forced to acknowledge in China reality has sharply 
surpassed the imaginary worlds of the architects mind. 

The Chinese metropolis, dynamic and chaotic, has 
stacked burrowed and connected its many layers 
beyond our comprehension and imagination. With every 
solution the city appears to be less designed and more 
evolved. It seems to deny the architect the conditions 
to respond with any new vision. It becomes apparent in 
China even a utopian proposal should be retrieved from 
its urban reality. 



Dynamic Density ©
The absurdity to build four hundred new cities in twenty years is almost as stark as the 
aspiration to attempt their design. At least when China will boldly constructing these new 
cities without any adamant masterplan they will be able to grow and adapt to local conditions. 
To an extend the countless developers involved will secure a minimum diversity in styles and 
architectural typologies, whereas a scheme on this scale conceived by one design team all at 
once, will surely result in some form of monotonous mega-structure. It seems sensible these 
two forces - fragmented construction and coordinating imagination - will have to be united for 
any planning measure to have an effect. 

From a theoretical perspective it is obvious the sprawling urbanization has to be tackled 
fast. And today, to achieve this, any serious urban strategy will aim for compact cities. The 
definition of compactness however varies widely. What is meant by it and when it should 
be implemented is uncertain. In China every town and city aspires to become a metropolis 
and every building wants to be a skyscraper. This status the tower has obtained is a strong 
advantage in the pursuit of density. But do a few thinly scattered skyscrapers in a vast low-rise 
suburban region really contribute to compactness? Can villa-style homes, for which demand 
has much increased, be integrated in the design of a compact city? Is the loss of farmland in 
return for urban expansions truly damaging? Many such questions remain, when a strategy 
has to be formulated to house one billion citizens or when building 400 new cities.  

Dynamic Density streamlines the urbanization process by aiming for compactness; all the 
strategic components of the city, such as the layout, the grid, the production centers, the  
key building blocks are developed with this in mind. Compactness becomes the basis for 
sustainability and the quintessential quality of a successful urban society. However today, and 
particularly within the unpredictable context of a burgeoning China, an increasing density can 
only be realized over time and in response to a set of continuously changing parameters; it is 
unclear where, how and how fast urban development will occur. The Dynamic Density strategy 
acknowledges that the optimal compactness changes according to its size and that not every 
town in China will become like Shanghai. As China’s urbanization presses on and its cities 
expand they should strive to maintain this optimal compactness. Dynamic Density maps the 
process from village to metropolis and defines the urban and architectural prototypes suitable 
for the different stages of development. While on the regional scale a network of hierarchies 
and interdependencies between the different urban nodes is formed.





The Chinese Dream      
As modernity takes control, the contrasts within China and within the Chinese cities 
are increasing. Both the metropolis and the countryside are brick by brick rebuilt 
from the inside out with the insertion of new hotels, malls, highways and towers. 
Neighbourhoods can dramatically change shape overnight with the demolition and 
resurrection of a new block. 
Currently the market-driven development results in a fascinating urban landscape, 
where new forms of planning and architecture seem to occur naturally. And at 
present the disorganized arrangement of large blocks erected amidst traditional 
neighborhoods suspends even the most conservative preservationists in silent 
amazement. Lively markets and modern department stores, parks and parking 
towers, small neighbourhood contentment and big city amenities are adequately 
crammed together. The juxtaposition of the commercial on top of residential, of 
small and intricate alleyways wrapped around bulky anonymous boxes seem, if 
only for the moment, to present that magic mixture urban planners have all been 
looking for. The moment however, is not likely to last. At this pace of development 
modernity is quick to be taken over by monotony. The centers turn into anonymous 
business districts and the residential areas can become segregated suburbs - as 
anywhere else today.

The difference is that China can beat the odds. China’s wave of modernization 
presents its citizens with the conditions to expect and ponder their new future. 
Unlike an accelerated version of the American Dream (and the transformations it 
has undergone from the pursuit of happiness to consumerism), the Chinese citizen 
can still choose to fight monotony and reject any form of mitigated modernity. China 
can realize its dreams, if only they are visionary enough. 
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Feye van Olden 

his desires, dreams, 
ambitions and spirit

taste, preferences and lifestyle

gear, tools, outfit, mode of transport

education, 
marital status, heritage

work, holidays, 
and leisure time

religion, gender, age 
and life expectancy

The division between the 
developed coastal cities and 
the hinterland, between the 
registered citizens and the rural 
population, is widening. The 
split between the globalized 
part of the Chinese economy 
and the vast labour force of 
self-employed farmers is very 
difficult to reconcile in a modern 
society. It amounts to only half 
an economy; half a modernized 
country; the mass-migration that 
is projected for the coming years 
seems inevitable. 

So what happens when the 
migrants arrive in the city? Many 
of them end up anonymously in 
the outskirts of large cities or 
industrial settlements. How will 
they develop as individuals and 
as a community? To answer 
this, the conditions surrounding 
the new citizens are mapped. 
The coming decades this 
disjointed relationship between 
the urban home and the rural 
background is likely to have a 
profound impact on the social 
fabric of China as a whole. Yet 
it is this new breed of citizens 
that is proving to be extremely 
adaptable. They are rigorously 
reinventing their identity and 
with it the urban culture of the 
new Chinese cities.  

The New Man

Student gets plastic surgery



Today’s urban culture is built for a large part on the countless 
everyday objects that surround us. They are the carriers of 
our personal identity and communicate the social environment 
we belong to. China is the world’s chief producer of domestic 
appliances, toys, electronics, fashion and accessories. Practically 
all of it however is either a foreign brands or is the copy of one. 
The near future will present the surge of Chinese brands aimed 
at its vast internal market. As these brands mature, their products 
will need to adapts away western style products to have a fighting 
chance. The coming period we will see many new Chinese hybrids 
that can together contribute to the identity of China. The home, 
work, living and retail environment have a direct impact on the 
development of these products. This article will investigate which 
factors determine the identity of the new brands, how they are 
embedded in the culture and what products they will carry. 

Made in China
Chotima Ag-Ukrikul and Changfang Luo



this is where you live

Home sweet 
High-Rise 

Saskia Vendel

China is experiencing a dramatic increase in towers, 
of which a large part is residential. The numbers 
at which they are built make the soil of downtown 
Shanghai sink, make the suburbs of Hong Kong 
of metropolitan density and make the Chinese 
countryside into a new hybrid landscape. 
This project aims for a comfortable yet compact 
environment. No building type can achieve this 
better then the sky-bound architecture of the tower. 
In addition people, including families with children 
aspire to live their. However its relentless onslaught 
ignores all reference to tradition and history. The 
neighborhood and its social fabric is disrupted. This 
article will investigate the possibility to superimpose 
the social qualities of the traditional Chinese 
neighborhoods to the residential tower. The details of 
this life are carefully mapped to define new high-rise 
layouts and interiors. 
   



Characteristics of China’s urbanization process  Uniquely industrialisation preceded urbanization; between 1950 and 1980 industry was reinforced over agricultural development. From 

1958 cities and rural areas were separated. The rural population is too large for the urban environment to absorb. Severe economic discrepancies between different regions; as a result 

China has been burdened is a non-economical settlement pattern Farmers have been bound to their leased country, which is the basis for their social security and cannot be sold. That 

obstructs removal, and has conducted up to wide 100 millions migrant workers. Urban ventures and governments are letting go their real-estate assets. Traditionally subsidised rents are 

rapidly raised and houses are privatised. However many citizens can not yet afford to partake in this process. Why is urbanization necessary?  Jobs in agriculture decrease, yet the 

emission of people from a not profitable agricultural sector can hardly be absorbed. Rural industrialisation seems to have reached its maximum (in generating employment). Only in 

urbanised areas are high-quality services (education, health care, etc.) realisable. Scope of town population: definitions.  Between 1978 and 2000 the population grew 1.3% per year, but 

the town population 3.8% per year from 18% to 31% of the total. In 2000, the additional-agricultural urban population was 300 million plus 70 millions migrants; together that makes 38% 

- same as Indonesia and Pakistan by province differing, generally 30-50% - in the west of China this is less than 20%. Large or small cities? Till now mainly urban sprawl, not compaction 

defines urbanization. Between 1984 and 1996 the urban administrative area has been extended with 1 million km2 up to 1.7 millions km2, which is 18% of China. In 2000, China had 40 

cities of more than one million, and 50 of more than half a million. In 2000 there were 340 cities of over millions on earth. In China there will be about 100 in 2010. China has concerns 

about the social stability and insurgency if the cities become too large. Development policy. Restriction of  the (35) largest cities, halt on the increase of the large (50) and medium (200) 

size cities, increase of 2800 the counties (of which 830 are shi and 400 have shi-level), relief of rural outflow in 18.000 of the country cities (are indicated as jian-zhizhen which especially 

industrial and commercial are promoted. In short China wants to develop towns / townships for the rural population. That development is stimulated by: connecting axes, tax facilities, 

liberating of hukou restrictions, national assignments for construction and investments in employment, in industry and services, more wide administrative powers and strengthening of 

social insurance. However: in these towns much more ground for construction is used per person (150 m2) than in the cities; According to a research dating from 1995: in the largest, 

medium and small cities 75, 88 and 108 m2 per person. According to the land occupation law of 1987 the use of proper agricultural ground must be compensated by land development 

(or land improvement) elsewhere. Environmental problems lead to the displacement of the industry from East to West, from urban to rural to the inland country. Construction ventures 

increased in China, 2002. Since 1999 by 10% to 22 millions employees. Privatisation: the share of collective companies has decreased of half to a quarter, and of state-owned corporations 

from 1/3 to a quarter; their turnover in money has remained almost the same, but perceptually decreased from 80% to 45%. of the total turnover of 1.853 billion Yuan in 2002, were 63% 

bldg., 16% highways, tracks and bridges, 4% façade ornaments, 10% were pipe lines, piping etc., 1% mines, the added value in 2002, was 470 billion Yuan, their net profit 37 billion Yuan 

(5.2% of the turnover for and 2% after taxes), completed bldg. 1.1 billion m2. output pp was 76.000 Yuan, of which added value 19.200 (in Shanghai and Beijing 30.000 and 27,000). 

added value of state-owned corporations was 23.700 Yuan p.p., of collective (small-scale, sub-contractors) 14.700 Yuan. Per employee almost 10.000 Yuan of machines. There were 

11.500 design institutes, with 760.000 employees. Costs to rent. The family expenditure for housing has increased between 1990 and 2000 from 7% up to 11% of the urban income (and 

decreased for food from 54% to 39%) and in 2002 10%; The process of levelling out of this percentage is due specifically to the fast increase in salaries: 10-15% per year. The rent policy 

to ricochet and commercialise is national, but locally implemented. In 2002, the average rent in urban areas has increased by 4.7%, not in Beijing and Shanghai but in the provinces in 

the hinterland. In the years 2000 and 2001 the rent p.y. of homes of state property have increased by 13-14%, but the rent of offices and shops has remained the same. In Beijing rent 

has increased in 2000 and 2001 with 2/3 and with 1/4. The lowest 10% of urban incomes spend per person 282 Yuan (of which 63 Yuan on rent), the highest 10% 1485 Yuan (of which 

838 on rent). Both give approximately 11% of their expendable incomes from to housing. The mid-rang incomes spent 110 Yuan or 10% of their income (then 422 Yuan) on rent in 2002. 

The construction of homes in the Chinese cities. Two thirds of all construction is homes: In 2002, 30 billion m2 were under construction, and 30 billion m2 was accomplished, of which 

13.5 billion m2 homes. (That was 10%, 8% and 3% more than in 2001). Of the completed 13.5 billion new living surface area 52% and 20% were realised by rural / urban individuals, 

11% state-owned corporations, 9% shared companies, 6% collective, and 2% HK and foreign companies. The construction by state-owned corporations has decreased between 2000 

and 2002 with almost 10 per cent, of homes alone this is 25%. The number of real-estate ventures grew between 2000 and 2002 with 20% to 32.600, but the state-run operations 

decreased with a quarter to 5.000, there were 2.900 HK and 1.100 foreign companies. Total staff 1.1 millions. Average size of companies was 30-40 man staff. In 2002, they bought 314 

millions m2 construction ground, the double of in 2000, and they developed 194 millions m2, three quarters more than in 2000. The cost to buy land in 2002 was 145 billion Yuan, 461 

yuan/m2; i.e. 6% more than in 2000. Of their total investments in 2002, 975 billion Yuan 28% was self-financed, 23% had been borrowed, and only 1.6% were foreign investment. In 

2000-2002 every year approximately 550 millions m2 of “social” housing has been taken under construction and 400 millions m2 sold (housing), but remaining housing sectors grew from 

1900 to 3000 millions m2 under construction and from 1300 millions sold to 2000 millions sold. In 2002, 59 billion Yuan was invested in the “social” segment, in the most expensive 

segment (villas and expensive apartments, defined as at least 100% more expensive than ordinary homes on the same location) 52 billion Yuan (almost double of 2000) was invested, 

in offices 38 billion, and in industrial buildings 93 billion Yuan. Half of the investments of the most expensive housing segment and of the offices were done in Guangdong, Shanghai and 

Beijing. The average price for a home increased with 7% from 1950 to 2100 yuan/m2, for social homes from 1202 to 1283 yuan/m2. Of all revenues of developers, 708 billion Yuan in 

2002, 22.5 billion came from land transfer deals. The average construction costs of all types was 1184 yuan/m2, ranging from 2140 in Shanghai and 1770 in Beijing to 900-1000 Yuan in 

most of the provinces. In 2002, 288 millions m2 commercial homes was sold (85%) to individuals, for 603 billion Yuan (an average of 2100 yuan/m2). In Shanghai that was 4135 Yuan, 

in Beijing 4765 Yuan, in Guangdong 3240, in Tianjin 2490, in most of the provinces 1500 up to 1800 yuan/m2. Villas, luxury apartments and offices cost on average just over 4000 yuan/

m2, the cheaper homes 1280 yuan/m2. That’s a bit cheaper than at the pique of 98-99. “Social” housing is built according to a state incentive focused on middle- and low incomes, with 

state investments and allocation of land by the government. The project developer is exempted from paying the lease and 50% of other levies, he can make at the most 3% profit, and 

the homes are sold at prices regulated by the state. In 2002, these companies made a profit after taxes of 3.6% of their turnover. In 98-99 they were unprofitable, in 2000, and 2001 their 

profits increased to 1.5% and 2.2%. In 2002 the companies in Beijing still lost 1.5%, the same companies  in Guangdong and Shanghai made profits of 6% of their turnover. In 2000-2002 

almost 200 million m2 per year was newly built on land of demolished homes, and 150 million renovated (“united-building or deputized building “).In 1999 the national regulation law was 

reconsidered. Intended specifically to guarantee public availability and public ownership of the land. Leased land which is not being used can be reclaimed by the government. The 

Sprawl will have to be prevented when China is accommodating one billion new urban citizens. 
To achieve this all qualities and comforts of a suburban lifestyle and suburban homes will 
have to be offered in the residential tower. Then the urban plans will have to be adapted to 
implement the tower in the low density conditions of the West of China.  



Martijn de WitThe Open 
Enclave China and the world are witnessing a serious 

compartmentalising of the residential sphere. 
Buildings and entire neighbourhoods are fortifying. 
The dilemmas of segregation and urban disintegration 
are a fact. At the same time the inclusion of all the 
necessary services within the block offers new 
potential for densification. Martijn de Wit will examine 
this process both for the current situation and the near 
future. His research will present the forces behind the 
modern enclave and the context within which they 
occur and the shapes they can take. In response 
a number of new enclave typologies is introduced 
that can provide the desired seclusion without the 
disruption of the urban fabric and the constraints of 
walls around the premises.  Ultimately the Chinese 
enclave presents a mental evolution of the resident; 
the apartment has become part of an open web of 
urban facilities that together function as the home. 



A new city here? 



Bench

Blue-tooth 

Watch Phone

New bill-board facade here?

Now the public domain is overtaken by 
commercial activity and the appearance 
and identity of cities is drastically 
being influenced by the onslaught 
of brand names and messages, the 
time seems ripe to forge mutually 
beneficial ties between urbanism and 
commerce. Business initiatives can 
contribute to the development of specific 
areas and provide high-end solutions 

Mobile Home.

otherwise unattainable. In return 
for the commercialization of the 
public realm, facilities and serviced 
space can be provided. This article 
describes the ways in which urban 
marketing is forced to refine itself in 
the overcrowded commercial context 
of the Asian city. It explains how the 
minds of the potential customers are 
mapped and targeted as the citizen 

moves through its environment. 
This has a profound impact on 
the interaction between the 
inhabitants and the urban 
envi ronment. .For tunate ly 
marketeers are starting to 
come to terms with their loss of 
influence and begin to provide 
solutions and services in return 
for the urbanite’s attention. 

Brandalism Neville Mars

“The defacement of public buildings and spaces 
by corporate ads, logos, and other forms of 

branding’



“MALL. More than any other building in the city it 
is the mall that most stands out. This is a direct 
result of the migration it has undertaken since the 
years of its suburban existence. In order to survive 
downtown it had to assume a radically new form, 
in profoundness only comparable to a sex change. 
As today its customers are no longer the stranded 
inhabitants of the void that is suburbia, flocking from 
far in cars and trucks, but the occupied and saturated 
pedestrians of the Cunning City. The new challenge 
of the mall is to tickle, allure and entice the passers-
by. The outer skin of the air-cushioned façade is 
made of translucent fibres to allow colour and light 
to seep through. At night its changing hues scream 
out for attention amidst the grey mass of the city. As 
a machine for shopping it is shaped like a sponge to 
effectively absorb the incoming crowds. Approaching 
the building on a crash course to enter, you find 
yourself lured deeper through the majestic caves and 
upwards to higher floors.”   From ‘The Cunning City’ by Spacebrand



          3D   
 iiimplexity 
d  emands 
we rethink 
the  grid 

The Chinese city has long since been defined by the grid. Expert 
in the field of rapid-transport in urban planning Carlos Betancourth 
will investigate how the modern metropolis can be approached with 
the grid as its planning instrument. The stacked threedimensional 
developement of the city no longer facilitates growth beyond the 
rigid orthogonal structures on the surface. The grid has proven to 
be succesful in absorbing radical changes. However the increasing 
complexity of the city demands we rethink its structure and define a 
grid that can be implemented to support a layered programming and 
multiple activities through the course of a short period of time. In this 
article the grid’s influence expands to the regional scale and connects 
to the urban network in order to investigate possible hierarchies of 
competition or collaboration between the new Chinese cities. At this 
scale the importance of the city’s cultural identity becomes apparent 
as a determining factor for modern cities to distinguish themselves. 

Grid City Carlos Betancourth

airport



“To find the edge of the city is hard. Urban growth has swallowed all 
virgin land; any new development is confined to the inner-city. Even 
the highways, previously just programmatic gutters, have successfully 
sucked the life from the centres they once set out to connect. It seems 
infrastructure has in its attempt to connect centres and suburbs, 
disconnected and isolated urban tissue creating more and more plots 
and patches that can no longer be accessed. Overlooking the city 
now, it is hard to distinguish the centre from its suburbs, let alone the 
buildings from the streets.”   From ‘The Cunning City’ by SPACEbrand

A staggering 32% of Chinese urban population plan to buy cars within the next 

five years.   This is over three million new cars on the streets of Beijing alone!



Mediating 
Urbanism
Martijn de Waal

This article will describe how cities are shaped by the ever-increasing influence of these 
technologies and the internet. We have challenged Martijn de Waal to write an essay 
about this topic that transcends current trends and presents a vision for the future of   
amediating urbanism in the Chinese context. He will develop an unprecedented analysis 
of the complex interactions between infrastructural networks, new technologies, and 
how these effect the contemporary urban spaces. The insertion points of mobile phone 
polls and fiber optic cables, like higways and public transport directly and forcefully will 
define where and how the settlement areas of new regions and cities will develop. 



The Power of 
Production

Construction parties push ahead day and night in eight hour shifts to erect 
complicated structures with fast and cost-effective building techniques.



Louis Coulomb

China is the world’s second largest energy consumer (after the US). Production and consumption 
of coal, its dominant fuel, is the highest in the world. Rising oil demand and imports have made 
China a significant factor in world oil markets. Trained as civil engineer and an expert in the 
field of fossil fuels Louis Coulomb will introduce the notion of energy dependency and urban 
development. In this article the looming energy crisis is mapped for the Chinese situation and 
connected to the objective to build 400 new cities. In China more than anywhere else large 
energy production such as the Three Gorges dam project defines the urbanization process. The 
industrious nature of contemporary China has however many drawbacks and building activity 
is one of the primary energy consumers.  Recently the Chinese minister Ma Kai in charge of 
the State Development and Reform Commission confirmed the between consumption and 
productions of enenrgy will have to be met with sustainable sollutions, notably for the urban 
areas. Responding to the rising energy needs, this paper will introduce concepts for urban 
efficiency both through means of a urban planning and building innovation. 

   “This challenge is multifaceted. From a purely technical perspective, China has the manpower to design and 

construct the vast architectural volume required. At 500 times as efficient as his American counterpart, Chinese 

architects are surely able to design the stated 400 new cities before the year 2020; this is not in question. 

Construction parties pushing ahead day and night in consecutive eight hour shifts can erect the simple 

block structures with fast and cost-effective building techniques.

In the second half of the 20th century, China witnessed the steady growth of its population, 

from an estimated 350 million in 1940 to about 1.3 billion in the year 2000. At a minimal 

average annual growth rate of 1 %, China‘s population will grow to 1.7 billion. With average 

rate of only 1.5 %, a more realistic figure, the population will reach 2 billion. In 1997 only 

350 million people (or 30 %) were registered as urban population, while about 70 % were 

registered as rural. By the year 2030 when China‘s population is expected to be between 

1.7 and 2.0 billion”  

                          Beijing and Beyond, Neville Mars 2004 
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Planning 
and the Socialist Market  Economy
Across the globe planners, architects and scientists have stressed the need for a comprehensive and 
integrated strategy for the urbanization of China. Even though numerous plans and profound efforts have 
been invested in a nation-wide planning scheme the onslaught of sprawl is still to be expected. One 
example of a goal at this level has been put forward by the former minister of Civil Affairs Doje Cering. His 
objective was to build 20 new cities annually until the year 2020. The challenge is twofold. Firstly, how to 
plan so many cities in an area at the scale of Europe. Secondly how to coordinate these large scale plans 
to fit the needs of those currently shaping the country - the individual entrepreneur and local politician. 

The Supra Regional Grid presented in this essay is based on GIS maps of China will be at the heart of 
the solution for a self-regulating planning method that brings the top-down interventions closer to the 
bottom-up builders, to reach and benefit the individual citizen.   

 



The Money Metropolis
Qauthar Saleh

Two decades of open door policy has triggered economic 
progress and consequent urban development of 
unprecedented speed and proportion. China’s rapid economic 
growth over the past twenty years has lifted millions out of 
indigence, and introduced many to wealth – not relative 
wealth, but wealth in the western sense of pure purchasing 
power. Emerged from near isolation, it is today the seventh 
largest trading nation and the sixth largest economy in the 
world. News of 10, 11, 12% annual economic growth has 
penetrated every corner of the world and has contributed to 
an image of an advanced economy. In addition the growing 
awareness of the emergence of a large and strong middle-
class desirous of belongings that expose their newly-earned 
social status draws ever more international entrepreneurs to 
the new consumer market of China. 

Distinctly cutting through all the different levels of scale is 
money. This article describes how money defines the entire 
development of the new cities, how new public-private 
partnership is shaping this development and what the role of 
the individual landowners and developers is in this process. 

‘China is building over 1.1 
billion square meters of 
floor space, more than 
the rest of the world 
combined’

While economists are debating whether a real-estate bubble is in the making, the Chinese government is taking firm measures to cool off 

the property market. Believing that the property sector is showing signs of overheating, which could have a serious impact on the banking 

and other economic sectors, the central bank has already come up with measures to restrict loans to finance property projects. 




